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Geographical Literature and Maps 943 

the best books on geography, for reading, study or reference, in English, Ger- 
man and French. There are, however, a number of inaccuracies which should 
be corrected in the next reprinting. 

The Dangers of Municipal Trading. By Robert P. Porter, xiii and 320 pp 
and index. George Routledge & Sons, Ltd,, London, 1907. j}4 x 5. 

The book contains the substance of many lectures and addresses delivered 
by the author before various bodies in England. The facts he gives illustrate 
the dangers of state or municipal interference with industrial development and 
the unwisdom of usurpation by public authorities of functions which are better 
left to private companies and to individual enterprise. The larger part of his 
data was collected in Great Britain. 

Die Indogermaneu. (Wissenschaft und Bildung. Einzeldarstellungen aus 
a!len Gebieten des Wissens. Herausgegeben von Privatdozent Dr. Paul Herre). 
Von Dr. phil. O. Schrader. 165 pp. and illustrations. Verlag von Quelle & 
Meyer, Leipzig, 1011. Mk. 1.25 7x5. 

This highly valuable volume, interestingly dealt with throughout, is a re- 
version to a type of twenty years ago. At that time English students lent their 
aid to a series of primers of science topics. The defect in the method was that 
the method of treatment was far too jejune for the needs of specialists trained 
in each particular subject, and equally far too rich for the use of beginners. 
The unfortunate result was that students of a not infrequent type studied the 
primer and not the science, thereby were they able to pass examinations with 
flying colors and qualify to their own complete satisfaction as leaders of thought 
without training in the capacity of thinking, with deplorable results which have 
not yet wholly worn off. 

As a primer this small volume is free from the mechanical defect of the 
earlier type. Of necessity it has been subjected to great condensation, yet it is 
easy reading and wholly free from the catechetical manner. The moot points 
are very clearly stated with judicial balance in presentation. It may safely be 
put in the hands of junior students, always under the inspiration of competent 
teachers; to more advanced students it will fill an important position as a 
syllabus of the most recent opinions upon the Aryan family, its language, social 
complex, life and migration. For the general reader, of course interested in the 
backward view of his ancestry but scantly tolerant of the arduous detail of 
special investigation, this volume supplies an excellent conspectus of the most 
modern views. How fresh and modern it is may be seen from the brief but 
well-balanced bibliography or short index of collateral reading; with the ex- 
ceptions of Schrader's Handelsgeschichte (1886) and Delbriick's Verwand- 
schaftnamen (1889), not one of the authorities cited is more than fifteen years 
old. William Churchill. 

Eastern Asia. A History. By Ian C. Hannah, M.A. 327 pp., appendices 
and index. Frederick A. Stokes Company, New York, 1911. $2.50. 9x5^. 
This work is history only in the sense that the monkish chronicles of Europe 
are history. To compress into a score of chapters the events of three-quarters of 
that continent where history began and grew old before our race had emerged 
into the lowest and immemorial barbarism is impossible from the start. The 
result in this volume partakes rather of the nature of the "quiz" or ready com- 



